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Make your work live
The online training will show you how to find and use your sandbox to draft an 
article. Once you have a few well-cited sentences in your sandbox, you can create 
a new article, or bring your work over to an existing article to improve it. 
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Improving an existing article

If you've been developing an improvement to an existing article in 
your sandbox, you'll want to be careful when it's time to make it 
live. Edit your sandbox and copy just a sentence or two at a time 
into the existing article, then save the article before copying a little 
more in. Copying and pasting in small steps makes it less likely 
you will unintentionally cause an error that may be difficult to fix. 
Avoid using other text editors like Word or Google Docs; they can 
cause weird text errors when copied onto Wikipedia. 

         Online Training: Sandboxes and Mainspace

Never copy and paste your 
work over an entire article!  
Improve the existing text or 
add new text.

Creating a new article

1  Go to your sandbox (or wherever you’ve 
been drafting your article). On the 
sandbox page (where your article is), look 
to the right. To the left of your search bar 
is a tab called “More.” Click it, and then 
click “Move.”

2  Click the box that says User and change 
it to (Article). Delete all the text in 
this window and carefully type ONLY 
your article’s title. Pay attention to 
punctuation and spelling, because this 
can be hard to change once you move it.

Look at similar topics and choose a title 
that matches theirs. Don’t use an essay 
format, or title it with a question. The 
best title is usually the simplest statement 
of what your article is about.

3  In the Reason box, enter “Ready for 
mainspace.”

4  Review your title one last time, and then 
click on the blue “Move page” button.

5  Now, you can link 1–3 other articles 
to your article. Find relevant words in 
other articles, and follow the wikilinks 
instructions on page 12.


